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Interested in polar exploration—stories, leadership, adventure? 

I look at the subject from the point of view of a business school management professor who is 

interested not only in the history, but the management/ strategic/ entrepreneurship/ leadership/ human 

lessons embedded in these stories.  Please feel free to use, but don‘t distribute without crediting the 

work I did to put it together.  If you want to learn more or talk about issues in the materials, feel free to 

contact me—I love the subject.   

Many items in the bibliography are annotated with brief personal notes and some publisher/seller 

descriptions. Need to add/revise with full listing of what I have, but it‘ll give you a sense of what‘s out 

there.  Some of the sources in here are the basis for a research project I am working on about 

management lessons from polar exploration. 

Bibliography sections: 

 Books on Polar Exploration—Explorers, Adventurers, Whalers, Sealers 

 Documentaries and Movies/Videos List 

 A few related but non-polar shipwreck/survival books 

 

 

Books on Polar Exploration—Explorers, Adventurers, Whalers, Sealers 

 

 Aas, Steinar.  2002.  Tragedien Umberto Nobile.  Oslo: Det Norske Samlaget. 

 

 Adams, Harry.  1932.  Beyond the Barrier with Byrd: An Authentic Story of the Byrd Antarctic 

Exploring Expedition.  Chicago: M. A. Donohue. 
This account is by the expedition's Chief Officer and Navigator, U. S. Navy Lieutenant Harry Adams.  Byrd is an ass. 

 

 Albanov, Valerian   In the Land of White Death   
Albanov‘s memoir re St. Anna disaster in Siberian Arctic. Latest edition solves major mystery. Contains excerpts from the 

newly discovered diary of Alexander Konrad (the other survivor), and shows he was one of the thieves/deserters Albanov 

mentions but does not name! Plus, the logbook from the St. Anna inspired and was fictionalized in Veniamin Kaverin‘s 

Two Captains!   [Julia rec‘d Kaverin, told her I found the connection to Albanov] 

 

 Alexander, Caroline  The Endurance: Shackleton‘s Legendary Antarctic Expedition 

 

 Alexander, Caroline. 1999 2
nd

 ed.   Ms. Chippy‘s Last Expedition: The Remarkable Journal of 

Shackleton's Polar-bound Cat.  New York: HarperCollins. 
Humorous fictionalized diary of Chippy MacNeish‘s cat. 

 

 Allen, Everett. 1973 1
st
 ed.  Children of the Light: The Rise and Fall of New Bedford Whaling and 

the Death of the Arctic Fleet.   Boston: Little, Brown and Co. 
Ebay: History of whaling and ship-handling and detailed account of the disaster that befell the New Bedford fleet off 

Alaska's Point Barrow in the late 1860s. 

Alibris: "We have for the last 15 days been satisfied there is not the slightest possibility of saving our ships or their property 

. . . we number some 1200 souls, with not more than 3 months' provisions & fuel; no clothes suitable for winter wear." It 

was a disaster without parallel in the history of whaling. 32 New Bedford ships lay trapped in the gale-driven pack ice off 

Alaska's Point Barrow. This is the story of this catastrophe & of the incredible rescue of the shipwrecked victims. 



 

Amundsen, Roald. 1908.  The North West Passage: Being the Record of a Voyage of Exploration of 

the Ship ―Gjoa‖ 1903-1907 in Two Volumes.  London: Archibald Constable and Co. 

 

 Amundsen, Roald  The South Pole—have paperback 

Amundsen, Roald. 1912 (1
st
 English ed.)  The South Pole: An Account of the Norwegian Antarctic 

Expedition in the ‗Fram‘, 1910-1912. Trans from the Norwegian by A. G. Chater. London: John 

Murray.  
Ebay: Unlike Scott's party, which favored men and ponies over dogs, Amundsen took many dogs and few men so that the 

former could, in an emergency, serve as food for the latter. With weather conditions in their favor, Amundsen's party 

reached the pole just ahead of Scott's. The expedition was well organized and set off from the Bay of Whales using dog 

sleds and supply depots and reached the pole in 99 days, a distance of 1860 miles. Unlike Scott's party, all in the Amundsen 

group remained in good health and accomplished the great and perhaps last "extraordinary" polar journey.  2 volumes, 3 

folding maps, folding plan, 130 photographic illustrations on 103 plates. 

 

Amundsen, Roald.  1927.  My Life as an Explorer. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday, Doran. 

 

Arthur, Elizabeth. 1995. Antarctic Navigation: A Novel. New York: Knopf 
Amazon: This story of an expedition to the South Pole, led by a young, ardent, complicated American woman, is a novel 

whose authenticity, storytelling force, and metaphorical richness immerses readers in the world of Antarctic exploration. It 

illuminates both the meaning of the century now ending and the power of the human spirit to navigate the new and the 

unknown. 4 maps. 

 

Astrup, Eivind. 1898.  With Peary Near the Pole.  London: C. Arthur Pearson. 

 

Bain, J. Arthur.  1897.  Life and Explorations of Fridtjof Nansen.  London: Walter Scott. 

 

 Bainbridge,  Beryl.  1994.  The Birthday Boys.  Carroll and Graf  

Paperback edition of fictionalized account of Scott‘s last expedition. 

 

Ballantyne, Robert Michael. 1869 1
st
 ed. The World of Ice, Or the Whaling Cruise of "The Dolphin" 

and the Adventures of Her Crew in the Polar Regions. London: T. Nelson and Sons. 
Alibris: Not a moment too soon! The fire had reached the place where the gunpowder was kept and, although there was not 

a great quantity of it, there was enough, when it exploded, to burst open the deck. In a few moments the Dolphin was 

wrapped in flames from stem to stern. The waves swept in, and, while they extinguished the fire, they sank the blackened 

hull, leaving the two crowded boats floating in darkness on the bosom of the ice-laden sea. 

Ballantyne R  has several interesting-looking fictional stories from 19
th

 century 

 

 Barrett, Andrea. 1998 1
st
 ed. Voyage of the Narwhal. New York: Norton. 

Fictionalized account of the 1855 Narwhal ship trip to look for Franklin. 

Alibris: Andrea Barrett's novel is about the 1845 expedition to the Arctic that ended in starvation and possibly cannibalism. 

A New York Times Notable Book for 1998. 

 

 Bartlett, Robert The Karluk‘s Last Voyage memoir, shows Stephansson as self-interested 

coward.  Murder in the tents. Bartlett‘s hike is amazing. 

 

Bauer, Thomas.  2001. Tourism in the Antarctic: Opportunities, Constraints, and Future Prospects.  

Haworth Press. 

 

 Baughmann, T. H.   Before the Heroes Came: Antarctica in the 1890s. (has great refs, cites) 

 

Beardsley, Martyn.  2002 1
st
 Amer. ed. Deadly Winter.  Annapolis: Naval Institute Press.  

Bio of John Franklin, captain of Erebus and Terror in Arctic. 



Ebay: Though once acclaimed for his heroic exploits in the Arctic and knighted for his contributions to overland 

experience, Rear Admiral Sir John Franklin is best known today for his spectacular blunders. On the first expedition under 

his command (1819-21), half of his party died tragically (and one man even resorted to cannibalism)- primarily because 

Franklin could not bring himself to turn back towards safety when supplies ran low. On his last foray into the Arctic (1845-

47), an attempt to navigate the final unknown stretch of the Northwest Passage, he and all 129 of his crew died after he tried 

to navigate an ice-clogged strait and his ship became trapped. 

 

 Beattie, Owen & Geiger, John.  1992.  Frozen In Time.  New York:  Greystone Books. 
Remnants of Franklin‘s expedition and Hall‘s search expedition. Graves are found and exhumed, showing lead poisoning. 

 

 Beattie, Owen & Geiger, John.  1994.  Buried in Ice: The Mystery of a Lost Arctic Expedition.  

New York: Scholastic.  

Young adult version of the same authors‘ Frozen in Time. 

 

 Bechervaise, John.  1995 1
st
 ed.  Arctic and Antarctic. The Will and the Way of John Riddoch 

Rymill.  Bluntisham Books, 
The biography of a 'major, yet little known explorer'. Rymill joined 'Gino' Watkins' 2 expeditions to Greenland, and the 

British Graham Land Expedition. 

 

 Beeby, Dean. 1994. In a Crystal Land: Canadian Explorers in Antarctica. Toronto University 

Press. 

 

 Behrendt, J.  1998. Innocents on the Ice: A Memoir of Antarctic Expedition, 1957.  University 

Press of Colorado. 
   Behrendt was part of Ellsworth Station set-up under Finn Ronne, discusses Ronne‘s managerial problems, autocratic 

nature, dissent and problems in expedition which was supposed to be scientific with USN support but Ronne ran it the other 

way around with lack of respect for scientists. Intense conflicts in expedition. 

  

Bennett, Isobel.  1971. Shores of Macquarie Island.   
Ebay: It is the best record of the life in the intertidal zones of Macquarie Island which is an Australian territory, close to 

Antarctica. Photos. 

 

Berens, S.L. 1897. The "Fram" Expedition : Nansen in the Frozen World: Preceded by a Biography of 

the Great Explorer and Copious Extracts from Nansen's "First Crossing of Greenland," also an account 

by Eivind Astrup, of life among people near the Pole, and his journey...  Chicago: Waverly Publishing. 
Ebay: Book by a PhD candidate about Nansen‘s trip on Fram 1893-96. Includes Amundsen, Peary. Includes photos and 

drawings of expedition, family, home in Oslo, etc. Also has a history of Arctic exploration from 9
th

 century forward by 

John. E. Read, including Cabot, Frobisher, Bering, Franklin, Kane, Hayes, Hall, Nordenskjold, Nares, Schwatka, 

DeLong, Greely, and Andre. 
 

Berens, S.L. 1897.  Nansen i den Frosne Verden (Nansen in the Frozen World).  Chicago: Waverly 

Publishing.   
Norwegian-language original version of Berens. 

 

 Berg, Kåre.  Heroes of the Polar Wastes: Pioneer Norwegian explorers in the Arctic and the 

Antarctic. Andresen and Butenschøn. 

 

 Berg, Kåre, Thor Devig, Øysten Kock Johansen, and Henri Ulven.  Norwegian Maritime Explorers 

and Expeditions Over the Past Thousand Years.  Oslo: Index Publishing. 
Profusely illustrated history of Ottar the Viking, Leif Eiriksson, Jens Munk, Fridtjof Nansen, C.A. Larsen, Otto Sverdrup, 

Roald Amundsen, and Thor Heyerdahl. 

 

Bernacchi, Louis. 1901.  To the South Polar Regions.  London: Hurst and Blackett. 

 Have #350/450 of fascimile limited edition, 1991, Harleston, Norfolk: Bluntisham Books/Erskine Press. 



Scientist that traveled with Borchgrevink, had falling-out with him over management style and decisions. Later traveled 

with Scott. 

 

Bernacchi, Louis. 1938 1
st
 ed.  Saga of the ―Discovery‖.  London: Blackie and Son. 

  

Bernacchi, Louis.  1935.  A Very Gallant Gentleman.  London: Thornton Butterworth. 
A biography of Oates (1880-1912), who walks off to his death on Scott‘s return from Pole. 

 

 Berton, P.  The Arctic Grail: The Quest for the North West Passage and the North Pole, 1818…

  

Bertrand, Kenneth J.  1971.  Americans in Antarctica, 1775-1948.  New York: American Geographical 

Society. 

 

 Bickel, Lennard Shackleton‘s Forgotten Men   

the resupply group on the other side of Antarctica for Endurance expedition. Rough story 

 

 Bickel, Lennard   Mawson‘s Will Mawson survival, crawling etc. 

 

 Bloom, Lisa.  1993.  Gender on Ice: American Ideologies of Polar Expeditions (American 

Culture Series, Vol 10).  Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 
'In this book, Bloom takes what might seem a very localized subject and shows how it opens up to all the central questions 

today in cultural studies around gender, nationhood, the politics of imperialism, race, male homosocial behavior, and the 

sociality of science. Gender on Ice has an eloquence and elegance that positively refreshing and the prose is stylish, 

engaging, and direct.' -Dana Polan, University of Pittsburgh. 

 

Boccaccio, Giovanni.  1930 1
st
 ed.  Great Sea Stories of All Nations.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 

Dorn & Company. 
Ebay: - David Bone - Joseph Conrad - Captain Dingle - Anatole France - Victor Hugo - Jonas Lie - Basil Lubbock - John 

Masefield - William Mcfee - Herman Melville - Edgar allan Poe - Felix Riesenberg - Morley Roberts - Ernest Shackleton - 

H. G. Wells and many other from ancient Greece to Modern Japan. 

 

 Bockstoce, John. 1995.  Whales, Ice & Men: The History of Whaling in the Western Arctic.  

Seattle: University of Washington Press. 

 

 Borchgrevink, C. E. 1901.  First on the Antarctic Continent: Being an Account of the British 

Antarctic Expedition 1898-1900.  London:George Newnes. 
Original publisher Newnes was a magazine magnate who sponsored the expedition in return for exclusive publication 

rights. 1980 reprints  McGill-Queen's University Press, ISBN 0773505156; Canberra Australian National University Press; 

London: Hurst & Co.ISBN 090583416 

 

Bredeson, Carmen.  2003. After the Last Dog Died: The True-Life, Hair-Raising Adventure of 

Douglas Mawson and His 1912 Antarctic Expedition.  National Geographic Society.   
Children‘s book, ages 10 and up. 

 

 Brewster, Barney. 1982.  Antarctica: Wilderness at Risk.  Friends of the Earth Books. 

 

 Briggs, Peter.  1970 1
st
 ed.  Laboratory at the Bottom of the World.  David McKay Company. 

Ebay: This is a well-written and nicely illustrated book on scientific expeditions to Antarctica and the South Pole. Includes 

expeditions to Cape Evans, Ross Island, Queen Alexandra Range, Coalsack Bluff, the Trans-Antarctic Mountains, South 

Pole, Hallet Scientific Station, Hutton Cliffs, McMurdo Station, Cape Crozier, Graphite Park, Taylor Valley, and Hughes 

Glacier. 

 



 Brontman, Lazar Konstantinovich, Ed. by J. Schmidt. 1938 1
st
 ed.  On the Top of the World: the 

Soviet Expedition to the North Pole 1937.  London: Victor Gollancz Ltd. 

 

 Bruce, William Spiers.  1992 1
st 

edition.  The Log of the Scotia.  Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press.   

 

Bull, Henrick Johan. 1896. The Cruise of the ‗Antarctic‘ to the South Polar Regions. London: Edward 

Arnold. 

 

Burney, James, edited and introduced by Beverley Hooper.  1975.  With Captain James Cook in the 

Antarctic and Pacific: The Private Journal of James Burney, Second Lieutenant of the "Adventure" on 

Cook's Second Voyage, 1772-1773.  Canberra: National Library of Australia. 

 

 Byrd, Richard Alone  Byrd‘s 1934 solo sojourn in hut. Almost gassed by stove. 

 

 Byrd, Richard. 1928 (1
st
 ed).  Skyward.    (flight over N. Pole) 

 

 Byrd, Richard. 1930 (1
st
 ed.). Little America. Antarctic station, flight over S. Pole  

 

Byrd, Richard. 1935 (1
st
 ed) Discovery, The Story Of The Second Byrd Antarctic Expedition.  New 

York: G. P. Putnam‘s Sons. 

 

 Burleigh, Robert. 1934.  Black Whiteness: Admiral Byrd Alone in the Antarctic.  

 

 Rogers, Eugene. 1928. Beyond the Barrier: The Story of Byrd‘s First Expedition to Antarctica. 

 

Cameron, Ian.  1980.  To the Ends of the Earth.  London: MacDonald. 

 

 Campbell, David.  The Crystal Desert: Summers in Antarctica. 

 

 Campbell, Victor. 1988, 2001. The Wicked Mate.  the Antarctic Diary of Victor Campbell. an 

account of the Northern Party on Captain Scott‘s Last Expedition From the Original Manuscript in the 

Queen Elizabeth II Library, Memorial University of Newfoundland. Norfolk: Bluntisham 

Books/Erskine Press.  Edited by H.G.R. King. 

 

Caras, Roger. 1962 1
st
 ed. Antarctica, Land of Frozen Time. Chilton Books. 

  

Carter, Paul. 1979 1
st
 ed. Little America, Town At The End Of The World.  

Ebay: A history of the American presence in Antarctica and the 30 year occupation of "Little America" from 1929 to 1959. 

 

Chapman, Walker.  DATE.  The Loneliest Continent: The Story of Antarctic Discovery.   

 

Charcot, Jean.  1906.  Le ―Francais Au Pole Sud: Journal De L‘Expedition Antarctique Francais 1903-

1905.  Paris: E. Flammarion.  There is both a full and abridged edition, latter titles Autour du Pole Sud. 

 

 Charcot, Jean. 1978. The Voyage of the Why Not?  Canberra Australia: ANU Press. 

Original English is 1911, London: Hodder and Stoughton. Original French edition is Le Pourquoi Pas? 

dans L'Antarctique 1908-1910, Expeditions Polaires Francaises.   

Re 2
nd

 French expedition 1908-1910.  Ebay: "Charcot traveled and surveyed along the coast of the Antarctic 

Peninsula, sighting Adelaide Island, Alexander Island and Peter I Island and discovered Marguerite Bay, Fallieres Coast, 

and Charcot Land (now island). He produced numerous accurate charts and maps of some 1250 miles of coastline"(Conrad 



p.151), Rosove 67, Spence 262, Taurus 66  Ship later blew up in in Arctic when boilers blew and Charcot and all but 

1crewman were killed. 
 

Cherry-Garrard, Appsley.  1951 (1
st
 ed) The Worst Journey In the World: Antarctica 1910-1913.   

(with maps and illustrations by Doctor Edward A. Wilson and the author).  London: Chatto & Windus. 

 Cherry-Garrard, Appsley.  Have later edition The Worst Journey In the World. 

 

Chichester, Francis. 1967. 1
st
 Amer. ed. Along the Clipper Way.  New York: Coward McCann. 

 

 Christie‘s. 2001.  The Polar Collection of Andreas Zust (auction catalog).  London: Christie, 

Manson and Woods 

 

. Clark, Gerry. 1988. The Totorore Adventure.  London: 1
st
 Century. 

Amazon: Small boat adventure. Gerry Clark provides his diary of an adventure - somewhat foolhardy - in a home made 

boat from Kerikeri New Zealand to Antarctica via Chile, the Falkland Islands and South Georgia. 

 

Coleman-Cooke, John. 1963 1
st
 ed. Discovery II in the Antarctic: The Story of British Research in the 

Southern Seas. London: Odhams Press. 

 

Collier, Graham and Patricia Graham Collier. 1999.  Antarctic Odyssey: In the Footsteps of the South 

Polar Explorers.  New York: Carroll and Graf. 
Illustrated large coffee-table book. 

 

Colwell, Max.  1964.  Peter the Whaler in Southern Seas. 
Children‘s book. Based on Kingston 1877? 

 

Colwell, Max. 1969. Whaling Around Australia. Adelaide: Rigby. 

 

Conway, Martin. 1906 1
st
 ed. No Man‘s Land. Cambridge: University Press.  

A history of Spitsbergen from its discovery in 1596 to the beginning of the scientific exploration of the 

country.  

 

 Cook, Frederick My Attainment of the Pole  memoir 

 

Cook, Frederick. 1900 1
st
 ed. Through the First Antarctic Night. London: Heinemann and New York: 

Doubleday and McClure. 

 Have 1998 reprint 
Re Belgica expedition 

Reprinted 1998, Polar Publishing Company and the Frederick A. Cook Society 

 

 Cook, Frederick and Peary, Robert. 1909 1
st
 ed. Discovery of the North Pole.  JT Moss.   

From book: Dr. Frederick A. Cook's own story of how he reached the North Pole April 21st, 1908, and the Story of 

Commander Robert Peary's Discovery April 6th, 1909. Also Containing Authentic Accounts of Other Great Polar 

Expeditions, Including Franklin, Greely, Abruzzi, Nares,  Nordenskjold, Nansen, Sverdrup, Shackleton, etc.. 

 

Cooper, A. B. 1918 1
st
 ed. Lost in the Arctic: A Tale of Baffin‘s Bay. 

 

Copeland, Dudley. 1978. Livingston of the Arctic.  Toronto. 

 

 Cox, Loretta Outwater. 2003.  The Winter Walk: A Century-old Survival Story from the Arctic.  

Anchorage: Alaska Northwest Books. 

 



 Craig, Hugh. 1891. Great Arctic Travellers: A Comprehensive Summary of Arctic and Antarctic 

Discovery, and Adventure. New York: G. Routledge. 

 

 Crawford, Janet. 1998. That First Antarctic Winter: The story of the Southern Cross Expedition 

(1898-1900) as told in the diaries of Louis Charles Bernacchi. Christchurch, New Zealand: South 

Latitude Research Ltd. 

 

 Cross, Wilbur. Disaster at the Pole: The Tragedy of the Airship Italia and the 1928 Umberto Nobile 

expedition. 

 

 Davis, John King.  1997 (1
st
).  Trial by Ice: The Antarctic Journals of John King Davis.   

Bluntisham, UK: Bluntisham Books/Erskine Press. 

 

Debenham, Frank. 1945.  The Voyages of Captain Bellingshausen to the Antarctic Seas, 1819-1821.  

London: Hakluyt Society, 2
nd

 series, vol. 91.  
Bellingshausen‘s account of his voyage in English. 

 

Debenham, Frank. 1952.  In the Antarctic: Stories of Scott's Last Expedition.  London: John Murray. 

Also facsimile edition, 1998, Norfolk: Erskine Press. 
Ebay: Debenham was a junior member of Scott's expedition. This collection of stories deals 'chiefly with the lighter side of 

those fateful yet happy three years', with many extracts from The South Polar Times. With illustrations by Edward Wilson 

and the author. 

 

Debenham, Frank. 1961 1
st
 ed.Antarctica: The Story of a Continent.  New York: Macmillan. 

 

 Debenham, Frank. 1992 1st ed.  The Quiet Land: The Diaries of Frank Debenham.  

Bluntisham, UK: Bluntisham Books/Erskine Press. 

 

 Decleir, Hugo (Editor).  1999 1
st
 ed.  Roald Amundsen‘s Belgica Diary: The First Scientific 

Expedition to the Antarctic.  Bluntisham Books/Erskine Press. 
RA‘s previously unpublished diary re Belgica under de Gerlache 1897-1899. 

 

Deleeuw, Cateau. 1965. Roald Amundsen. Champaign, IL: Garrard Publishing Company. 

 

Dickson, Gordon. 1963 1
st
 edition.  Secret Under Antarctica.  Holt, Rinehart, and Winston. 

Fiction, illustrated, early teens. 

 

 Dieck, Herman (ed.) 1885. The Marvelous Wonders of the Polar World - Being a Complete and 

Authentic History of Voyages and Discoveries in the Polar Regions. National Publishing 

Company.  
Book: ―Including the Expeditions of Sir John Franklin, Lieut. Dehaven, Dr. Kane, Dr. Hayes, Admiral Rogers, Capt. Hall, 

Lieut. Schwatka's Three Thousand Mile Journey; The Cruise and Loss of the Jeannette, The Fate of DeLong, and Rescue of 

Danenhower and Melville; Closing with a full history of The Greeley Expedition, being a record of unparalleled adventure, 

suffering and death. From the Narratives of Lieut. Greely, Commander Schley, Lieut. Danenhower and the other gallant 

heroes who faced death that the world might know the mysteries of the Polar Regions. To which is added a Full account of 

that appalling horror, Cannibalism, as taken from the diaries of the members of The Greely Expedition.‖  

 

 Dietrich,William. 1998. Ice Reich.  New York: Warner Books.     
Book: [fiction]  It rises out of the cobalt sea like a dream: shimmering white peaks and fog-shrouded icebergs; blazing slabs 

of ice and vistas of windswept snow. . . . The year is 1938. As the world hurtles toward war, Antarctica is an empty frontier. 

But for one man and one woman, it's the place for a different kind of battle. Owen Hart is a Montana cowboy turned cold-

weather bush pilot, a flyer recruited by Germany's fanatical new government... 

 



Diski, Jenny. 1997.  Skating to Antarctica: A Journey to the End of the World.  Ecco 

Press. 
Ebay: An icy voyage to Antarctica with an equally chilling memoir of childhood, all brought on by the questions of the 

author's own daughter 

 

Doorly, Gerald S.  1915.  Voyages of the Morning.   

Fax edition by Bluntisham/Erskine.  
Erskine: In 1904 the Morning was sent to the Antarctic to relieve Scott‘s ship, the Discovery. Gerald Doorly was then one 

of the junior officers on the Morning. 

 

Douglas, William. 1960 1
st
 ed. My Wilderness. (Sup. Ct. Justice re Pacific Northwest, Alaska) 

  

 Drygalski, Erich von. Translated by Raraty, Maurice.  1989.  The Southern Ice-Continent: the 

German South Polar Expedition Aboard the Gauss, 1901-1903.  Cambridge: Bluntisham Books. 
Translation of his 1904 German book. 

 

Dufek, George. 1960. Through the Frozen Frontier. London: Brockhampton. 

 

Dukert, Joseph. 1965 1
st
 ed. This is Antarctica. New York: Coward-McCann. 

 

 Dyson,  James. 1962 1
st
 ed. The World of Ice.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 

Text with 60 plates of glaciers and icefields. 

 

Eames, Hugh.  1973.  Winner Lose All: Dr. Cook and the Theft of the North Pole.  Boston: Little, 

Brown. 

 

 Ellsworth, Lincoln. 1938. Beyond Horizons.  Heinemann. 
Ebay: Reporter‘s account of the 1931 Polar flight of the airship Graf Zeppelin. The Graf Zeppelin flew under the command 

of Dr. Hugo Eckner who had gained world renown by commanding the 1929 around the world flight of the Graf Zeppelin. 

The passenger list was an international who`s who of polar and aerial exploration, including Lincoln Ellsworth who had 

flown with Amundsen to 88ºN in 1925 and on the 1926 Norge transpolar flight. The flight departed from the Zeppelin base 

at Friedrichshafen, Germany and returned 8 days later after surveying the Russian polar island groups in the Arctic Ocean. 

The flight included a brief water landing at Hooker Island in a Russian icebreaker. It was the first aerial survey and 

mapping of Russian island groups in the Arctic Ocean and the first air-sea exchange of mail in the far north.   

 

Evans, Edward. 1921 South with Scott 

 

Evans, Adm. Sir Richard. 1946 1
st
 ed.  British Polar Explorers. 

  

 Faseron, Charles and Hurley, Frank       Antarctic Eyewitness: Charles F. Faseron‘s South with 

Mawson and Frank Hurley‘s Shackleton‘s Argonauts 

 

 Feeney, Robert. 1997 1
st
 ed. Polar Journeys: The Role of Food and Nutrition in Early Exploration. 

American Chemical Society and University of Alaska Press. 

 

Fiennes, Ranulph. 1993. Mind Over Matter: The Epic Crossing of the Antarctic Continent. Delacorte 

Press. 

 

Filchener, Wilhem. (translated by William Barr). 1922.  To the Sixth Continent—The Second German 

South Polar Expedition.   
Erskine (1

st
 English translation): Led by a 34 year old First Lieutenant, this expedition aboard the Deutschland intended to 

cross the polar ice from the Weddell to the Ross Sea. The ship was almost crushed in the ice, and though the expedition 



failed in its principal objective much valuable data was collected and several important geographical discoveries were 

made. 

  

 Fleming, Fergus. 2001 1
st
 ed. Ninety Degrees North: The Quest for the North Pole.  London: 

Granta Books. 

 

Fletcher, Harold.  1984.  Antarctic Days with Mawson: a personal account of the British, Australian 

and New Zealand Antarctic Research Expedition of 1929-31.  London: Angus and Robertson. 

 

Fogg, G.E. and Smith, David.  1990 1
st
 ed. The Explorations of Antarctica: The Last Unspoilt 

Continent. Cassell.   
Ebay: Foreword by the Duke of Edinburgh, Introduction by Lord Shackleton. "There are many excellent books on the 

Antarctic but this one by Professor Fogg and David Smith, is special. What is so impressive about this book is that, firstly, 

it contains David Smith's paintings, which truly are wonderful, evocative and accurate. Indeed, I once described David as 

'the finest recorder of that continent this century.' His paintings are accompanied by Professor Fogg's highly sophisticated 

and intelligent text. There is in Professor Fogg's text the most vivid description of the Antarctic to match David Smith's 

illustrations, combined with an almost unique historical dimension: a careful blending of the past right back to a time when 

the continent was a myth. Form the early adventures to the scientists and explorers of modern times--including, of course, 

those great journeys by Scott, Shackleton and Amundsen--the text presents a balanced and informal account of our least-

known continent."--from the foreword by Lord Shackleton. The book proceeds from the discovery of Antarctica through its 

exploration and continues through its hope for the future. In addition to Smith's paintings, the book is illustrated with 

historic photos, drawings, and detailed maps.  
 

 Fox, Lorene K.  1937 1
st
 ed. Antarctic Icebreakers. New York: Doubleday/Junior Literary Guild. 

 

Fox, Robert. 1985.  Antarctica and the South Atlantic: Discovery, Development and Dispute.  London: 

BBC.  

 

 

Franklin, John Hope & Alfred A. Moss Jr.  2000.  Narrative of a Journey to the Shores of the Polar Sea 

in the Years 1819-20-21-22.  Vancouver, BC: Douglas & McIntyre. 
Modern edition of an exploration classic, with 24 pages of illustrations. Also contains a new Introduction by James P. 

Delgado plus the 1908 Introduction by Captain R. F. Scott. The fascinating account of the ill-fated expedition between 

1819 and 1822 to seek the Northwest Passage, written by its famous commander. 

 

Freuchen, Peter. 1933. Arctic Adventure. Farrar, Rinehart. 
 Have later 2003 Lyons Press paperback edition 
 

Fricker, Karl. 1904 2
nd

 ed.  The Antarctic Regions. London, Swan Sonnenschein & Co. Ltd.  English 

translation of German original.   

1900 is 1
st
 ed. (German?)  

Ebay: With 292 pages including index, with large fold-out color map, plus 12 other maps and many black/white photos and 
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Gauss.  A geologist, he later participated in the Arctic expedition of Ferdinand, Graf von Zeppelin 
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Whitman. 
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 White, David and Patrick Morris (compilers).  Karrow, Robert (ed.).  2000.  The Gerald F. 

Fitzgerald Collection of Polar Books, Maps and Art at the Newberry Library: a Catalogue.  

Chicago: Newberry Library. 
With almost 300 maps, 767 books, and two dozen art works and artifacts, the Gerald F. Fitzgerald collection is a major 

assemblage of material on the discovery and exploration of the Arctic and Antarctic regions. This catalog provides full 

descriptions of all the important nineteenth and twentieth century published accounts, the personal map collection of 

explorer James Mann Wordie, and manuscript letters of Peary, Scott, Shackleton, Mawson and others. The book concludes 

with detailed indexes to authors, titles, and subjects. 
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Wild, Frank.   1923.  Shackleton‘s Last Voyage: The Story of The Quest. New York: Stokes labeled on 

a Cassell and Co. 2
nd

 edition. 
Alibris: From the Official Journal and Private Diary kept by Dr. A. H. Macklin. Blue cloth, black stamped rules and letters 

and illustration of ship stamped in black, gilt and cream on front board; gilt letters, rules and illustration on spine; xvi, 372 

pp 
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Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press. 

 

Wilson, Edward. 1966.  Diary of the ―Discovery‖ Expedition. London: Blandford. 

 

 Wilson, Edward. 1972 1
st
 ed.  Diary of the ―Terra Nova‖ Expedition to the Antarctic, 1910-1912.  

London: Blandford, also New York: Humanities Press. 
With 27 watercolor illustrations by the author. The diary of the Chief Scientific Officer in charge of all scientific work on 

the "Terra Nova" Expedition which tragically met its end only 11 miles from the supplies that would have saved it. Tall 

octavo. 279 pages; appendices, references, index. 

 

Worsley, Frank, (1
st
 ed is 1940). Shackleton‘s Boat Journey 

 Have later edition 

 

 

 

 



Documentary Videos: 

 

 

 90 Degrees South: With Scott to the Antarctic   (Herbert Ponting‘s silent film) 

 

 Antarctica: An Adventure of a Different Nature  (IMAX) 

 

 Shackleton—The Greatest Survival Story of All Time    (A&E miniseries, Kenneth Branagh) 

 

 Shackleton‘s Antarctic Adventure  (IMAX, joint venture of WGBH/NOVA and White Mountain 

Films) 

 

 South: Ernest Shackleton and the Endurance Expedition  (Hurley‘s movie, soundtrack added in 

30s) 

 

 With Byrd at the South Pole: The Story of Little America 

 

 The Endurance: Shackleton‘s Epic Journey   

2000, NOVA/Morgan Stanley movie, saw in Georgetown 

This is the theatrical version with the dark musical score and the opening quote ―My father never 

talked about his experiences on that expedition…‖ Liam Neeson narrator, shown at Sundance and 

Telluride Film Festivals, dir by George Butler, based on Caroline Alexander‘s book, uses Hurley 

movie plus modern footage. Documentary, includes interviews with Roland Huntford and McNeish‘s 

grandson. 

 

 Blue Planet: Frozen Seas.  Discovery Channel re animal life at Poles. 

 

 Survival Island: The Animal Cities of South Georgia.  (IMAX) Theatrical release 1995, running 

time 35 minutes. 
―Standing almost alone in the great Southern Ocean, South Georgia island plays host to some of the largest concentrations 

of animals anywhere on Earth during the spring and summer months. This is the story of these vast animal cities, and of the 

order that lies beneath their seeming chaos.‖ 

 

 Nanook of the North    

1922 

Criterion‘s DVD is restored, tinted per original 
Ebay: This is the story of life and love in the Arctic. Robert J. Flaherty, who wrote, directed, produced, shot, and edited this 

landmark picture, will forever be remembered as the godfather of documentary filmmaking. This landmark production, shot 

on the northeastern shore of Hudson Bay, remains the first great nonfiction film. With the help of Nanook and his friends 

and family, Flaherty undertook the mission of documenting an Eskimo culture that today no longer exists - that went the 

way of the dinosaurs since this film was shot. Nanook ice fishes, harpoons a walrus, catches a seal, traps, builds an igloo, 

and trades pelts at a trading post, all captured by Flaherty's inquisitive camera. 

 

 Whaling.  Kodak Cinegraph No. 1528. Rochester, NY: Eastman Kodak Company. 

16 millimeter silent film, teens or early 1920s? 

 

 Ice People.  2009 Dry Valley Productions.  Filmmaker Anne Aghion with modern Antarctic 

scientists/explorers in the field.  77 minutes in HD 

 

Shackleton‘s Voyage of Endurance  NOVA documentary, 2 hours,  

20-23 Nov 02 on NOVA 

 



 

Antarctic Wildlife Adventure.  National Geographic. 

 

Life in the Freezer 

1993 4 part BBC Antarctica documentary, DVD 

 

Eyewitness—Arctic and Antarctic.  

 

The Blue Frontier—Antarctic Adventure. 

 

Race for the Poles. The Learning Channel. Avail as VHS on discoverychannel.com   Peary, Cook, 

Amundsen, Scott. 

 

Raging Planet: Blizzard.  Discovery Channel video re blizzards, inc. some S. Pole info. 

 

The Ice Men.  Discovery or History Channel series re explorers. 

 

Voices from the Ice: One Arctic Summer 
Ebay: Running time: 45 minutes. In this award-winning wildlife film, you'll view life on the Alaska tundra as it thrives 

during the brief passage of one Arctic summer. Through his narrative and cinematography, Dale Johnson reveals a sensitive 

portrayal of the many plants and animals that abound in this seemingly barren wasteland--from the migrating caribou to the 

smallest life on the tundra surface. Marvel at the majestic glaciers sculpting Alaska...thrill to thunderous icefalls cascading 

into the sea...and wonder at the beauty of this rich land of wildlife, forests and wildflowers. 

 

Tragedy at the Pole.  Based on Solomon‘s book of the same name, broadcast in 2002 on PBS series 

―Secrets of the Dead‖. 

 

Iceland and Greenland 

A Lonely Planet travel video 

 

Polar Bear Alert 

NGS video 60 minutes re Churchill, Manitoba, which is in migratory route of bears. 

 

Kingdom of the Ice Bear 

BBC documentary, 90 minutes 

 

Land of the Mammoth 

Discovery channel video re frozen mammoth found in Siberia 

 

Mountain of Ice.  

NOVA episode: 
Join an extreme expedition to the top of Antarctica's highest peak--Vinson Massif. In this high-altitude adventure, Jon 

Krakauer, author of Into Thin Air, world-class mountaineer Conrad Anker, and their team of climbers, scientists, and 

filmmakers take a trailblazing expedition to the top of Antarctica's tallest peak, Vinson Massif. Along the way, their 

experiences are contrasted with those of Norwegian adventurer Roald Amundsen and British explorer Robert Falcon Scott 

who in 1911 raced to be first to reach the South Pole. Krakauer's insightful narration takes you to the driest and coldest 

continent on earth where the team embarks on an extreme mission to not only to summit Vinson by traversing the 

unclimbed east face, but also to determine its exact height and to take snow measurements that will help scientists study 

weather patterns. Join NOVA and battle 60-mile-an-hour winds and temperatures as low as 35 degrees below zero. Learn 

about the horrible fate that befell Scott and his team after reaching the South Pole one month after Amundsen. See 

spectacular panoramic footage that captures a rugged but beautiful place as far away from civilization as you can get and 

still be on earth. And experience the tension of a team pushed to its limits. 

 



Antarctic Whalehunt 

J. Arthur Rank film, late 1940s 

 

 

KNOWN BUT LOST/MISSING FOOTAGE  

1. Karluk – brief footage was shot of survivors boarding the King and Winge and the Bear upon 

their rescue. Who has it? 

 

2. Several cinemagraphs made by Louis Bernacchi on Borchgrevink‘s Southern Cross expedition. 

Baughman (1994, Ch. 7 text refers to them, re footnote 15, links to Crawford, First Antarctic 

Winter p. 229 and Bernacchi, South Polar Regions, p 95-96. Baughman has been unable to 

locate the motion pictures. 

 

 

 

Movies, commercial and otherwise, some serious, some silly: 
 

 

 The Last Place on Earth      

PBS production, 396 minutes. Re Scott/Amundsen race. Based on Roland Huntford book of same 

name.  PBS movie. Masterpiece Theater Hugh Grant, Max von Sydow.  Following Huntford, it paints 

Amundsen in very positive light and Scott as a bungler. 

 

 Zero Kelvin 

2001 psychological thriller. Set in Greenland but actually filmed in Svalbard, Norway with 

Scandinavian cast. Young writer joins trapping expedition and must survive. ―A Norse version of The 

Good, the Bad, and the Ugly‖ 

 

 The Red Tent 

1969, Sean Connery, re Nobile‘s Italia crash. 

 

Two Captains, movie of Kaverin‘s book. USSR, mid 70s 

 

Scott of the Antarctic.  1948 British movie, color, now avail on DVD 

 

Bear Island 
Adventure flick with Donald Sutherland 

An action-packed adaptation of Alistair MacLean's novel. While on an expedition in the Arctic, scientists encounter 

villainous neo-Nazis out to recover gold bullion from a German WWII submarine. Who will win this deadly confrontation? 
 

Terror in the Midnight Sun 

1958 Swedish scifi/horror movie, Image Entertainment‘s DVD 
Ebay: A glowing white spaceship lands under the snow above the arctic circle in the Lapland region of Northern Sweden in 

Terror in the Midnight Sun. Believing it to be an unusual meteor, a team of geologists race to the site just in time to be 

menaced by a giant, furry, monster-faced something-or-other that looks like a drunken Chewbacca. The creature waddles 

around, wrecks a Lapp village, and makes like a puppy dog in heat for American figure skating champion Barbara Wilson. 

Invasion of the Animal People is the cut and re-edited U.S. version of the original Swedish film, with a changed plot and 

new shot-in-L.A. footage featuring John Carradine. 

Bonus stuff: Commentary by producer Bertil Jernberg, Gallery of exploitation art and still photos, Trailers for this, plus the 

Swedish sexploitation titles The Cats, Love Swedish Style, Maid in Sweden, Sappho Darling, Sweden: Heaven and Hell, 

and To Ingrid My Love Lisa, 2 Swedish short subjects: Lapland Reindeer Ritual and Swedish Teens Run Wild, The Girl in 



the Glacier - An episode of the ultra-rare, never broadcast Swedish TV show 13 Demon Street, written and directed by Curt 

Siodmak, produced by Terror in the Midnight Sun's Gustaf Unger, and featuring Lon Chaney, Jr. as the host 

 

The Island at the Top of the World   

1999 G-rated fictional movie 
Ebay: In 1907, Professor John Ivarson (David Hartman), an American archaeologist, finds himself on a strange mission. He 

has been persuaded by Sir Anthony Ross (Donald Sinden), a wealthy Englishman, to undertake a search for his list son 

Donald. The youth disappeared in the Arctic wilderness leaving two clues: a page from an old Hudson Bay Company 

journal mentioning a hidden island far beyond land's end where the whales go to die, and a curious map of carved 

whalebone. The rescue party takes off in the Hyperion, a giant airship designed and piloted by Capt. Brieux (Jacques 

Marin) and is astonishingly carried off into a mysterious, time-forgotten Viking kingdom hidden beneath dense volcanic 

clouds. It is there where they encounter an adventure beyond imagination as they attempt to rescue Donald from The Island 

at the Top of the World. 

 

 

 

Related but non-Polar videos: 
 

 B-29 Frozen in Time.   

Environment, decision-making, organizational culture 

NOVA episode: 
Travel on a perilous mission to repair and refly a rare B-29 bomber stranded on a Greenland icecap for almost 50 years.  

Gleaming like a jewel, this well preserved bomber from World War II rests on the Arctic tundra where it was abandoned 

when it crash landed in 1947. This plane has long been a legend, and now, facing incredible hardship, a team of adventurers 

struggle to bring the frozen warbird back to life.  NOVA follows bold pilot Darryl Greenamyer and his team on two 

expeditions to revive Kee Bird and make it fly again in one of the most isolated and harshest environments on Earth. 

Despite severe weather, illness and difficulties with the shuttle plane in 1994, Greenamyer returns in May 1995 with a 

larger crew, a more reliable shuttle plane and a new plan to bring Kee Bird back to life and back home. 
 

Deadliest Job in the World.  Discovery Channel re snow crabbing in Bering Sea, plus Deadliest Catch 

spin-off series. 

 

Everest: The Death Zone.   

Environment, decision-making 
NOVA episode re physiology of high-altitude climbing. How do things like cold, wind, sun, lack of oxygen affect the brain, 

body and decision-making?  

 

Last Flight of Bomber 31.   

Environment 

NOVA episode:  
For five decades, the disappearance of Bomber 31 in the Arctic plagued U.S. military authorities. Overloaded with 

munitions, the PV-1 aircraft and its 7 World War II crewmen vanished in March 1945--until 1999, when a chance discovery 

inside Russia yielded the first real clue. Journey with Nova and a crewman's son to the crash site to solve the mystery. 

 

 

 

Survival/shipwreck books 

 

Madsen, Marius.  1963 1
st
 ed.  Shipwreck and Struggle.  Toronto: Pitt. 

Alibris: "True-life adventures of a Danish-born Canadian shipwrecked and stranded on the world's last land of the Ice Age. 

With ninety on-the-scene photographs. " Madsen's ship sank in 1920 30 miles from the coast of Greenland. Stranded on 

pack ice, they made their way to the mainland where they survived for one year. 

 

 Dash, Mike.  Batavia‘s Graveyard.  Captain leaves wreck near Australia 



 

Leslie, Edward. 1998.  Desperate Journeys, Abandoned Souls : True Stories of Castaways and Other 

Survivors.  New York: Houghton Mifflin. 
Ebay/Amazon: With painstaking research, riveting detail and elegant prose, freelance writer Leslie here creates a keen 

psychological study as well as a paean to the courage, resourcefulness and perseverance of the human body and mind. This 

is a hefty chronicle of true stories, from the 1500s to the present day, about survivors of shipwrecks, maroonings and plane 

crashes, lost in every sort of climate and environment, struggling against animals, humanssavage and civilizedand the 

forces of nature. There is Peter Carder, who sailed in the 16th century with Drake, was castaway once and twice marooned, 

ingratiated himself with Brazilian cannibals and outwitted his Portuguese enemies. Leslie insightfully describes the real 

"Robinson Crusoe," Alexander Selkirk, a sailing master who quarreled with his captain and was stranded for four years on 

an island paradise off the coast of Chile in the early 1700s. The account of Marguerite de la Roque, a 16th century French 

woman who was betrayed as an adulterer by her adventurer cousin on an Atlantic voyage and then left to die, pregnant, on 

an island off the coast of Canada with her servant and her lover, is affecting. But for sheer thrills and inspiration, readers 

will be fascinated by the tale of the ill-planned and ill-fated Stefansson Polar expedition of 1913. Illustrated. 

 

McKee, Alexander. 1975.  Death Raft.  New York: Scribner.    

Later edition is retitled and has section on more modern examples/parallels.  Later edition is Wreck of 

the Medusa: The Tragic Story of the Death Raft. 
Ebay/Amazon:  In July 1816, a year after Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo, a French ship bound for the colony of Senegal 

foundered off the West African coast. Aboard were some 400 men, women, and children, some aristocrats, some 

Republicans, and all at the mercy of an incompetent captain who, a tribunal later found, had alienated his battle-tested 

officers and favored a shockingly incompetent and untried navigator. That captain, writes Alexander McKee in this forceful 

work of historical reconstruction, did not wait to see the results of his incompetence; he abandoned his crew and set off on a 

longboat for the Senegalese shore. Other officers and crewmen left on the remaining lifeboats, taking most of the ship's 

provisions and leaving more than 150 passengers to brave the open sea on a raft. Within a few days, most of those 

castaways had been burned to death by the sun, providing food for the survivors. When rescuers arrived, they found only 

"fifteen men, almost naked, faces and bodies blotched and disfigured by the scorching sun"--a sight that would soon be 

reported to a horrified world. McKee writes not only of the fate of the Medusa and its unfortunate passengers, but also of 

other terrible shipwrecks and kindred incidents. Along the way, he looks at the making of Géricault's celebrated painting 

The Wreck of the Medusa, the effect of exposure and dehydration on the human body, and assorted questions of bravery 

and cowardice. His book makes for a vivid, highly readable--if sometimes repugnant--tale of disaster and terror. --Gregory 

McNamee 

 

 Rawicz, Slavomir.  The Long Walk.  1956.  New York: Harper and Brothers. 1997 ed., Lyons 

Press has new author‘s afterword and original Polish edition foreword. 
Ebay/Amazon:   

Cavalry officer Slavomir Rawicz was captured by the Red Army in 1939 during the German-Soviet partition of Poland and 

was sent to the Siberian Gulag along with other captive Poles, Finns, Ukranians, Czechs, Greeks, and even a few English, 

French, and American unfortunates who had been caught up in the fighting. A year later, he and six comrades from various 

countries escaped from a labor camp in Yakutsk and made their way, on foot, thousands of miles south to British India, 

where Rawicz reenlisted in the Polish army and fought against the Germans. The Long Walk recounts that adventure, 

which is surely one of the most curious treks in history. 

Reviewer: C. Beta from Freeview 

There are classics and then there are _classics_. This memoir is in the second group, the kind of book that stands apart from 

those that would claim to be its peers by virtue of its singular vision. The opening pages are right out of Solzhenitsyn, in 

fact take place in the same prison that he almost lovingly calls the "Big Lubyanka" in The Gulag Archipeligo. But this is 

not Solzhenitsyn with his grace and humor and satire and righteous anger recollecting the soul-altering experiences that 

ironically made him into the great poet of the dismal 20th century. Instead, Rawicz is more of an Everyman, the ordinary 

Polish cavalry officer trapped without cause within the Soviet penal system. His is not the desire to write the history of the 

Soviet Union (something Solzhenitsyn eventually does indirectly with the Gulag), but rather the more basic impulse just to 

be free. Even if that means the travails of a year-long journey on foot through one hardship after another, freedom will not 

be denied him. 

There are mysteries aplenty in this book. How can Rawicz recall the details and dialog that he does years after the fact? 

Who is the unnamed American who accompanies Rawicz and the others on the walk and what was he really doing in the 

Soviet Union? Why did Rawicz lose contact with all his boon companions after the war? The reader can be forgiven for 

suspecting that there are other things at work here below the text, that something was lost or altered in the transformation 

from memory to an English that he learned only later when living in England. 



But still, this is a magnificent book. I've given numerous copies to friends and strangers. Walkers and hikers in particular 

should enjoy this story, for beneath the horrors of starvation and death there lies the secret joy of a truly open-ended walk, 

epic in length, outside and alive and free. 
 

 Roberts, David. 2002. Escape from Lucania.  New York: Simon and Schuster.    Re Washburn/Bates 

1937 climb of Mt. Lucania in Alaska and their disaster/survival.  Shows college students what young people can do if 

they‘re raised to be independent. 
 

 


