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Nobel Prize candidate Gustaw Herling, lost and found in a pulp magazine 

 
 

Misinformation, disinformation.  What about lost information? 

 

Management scholars develop models of large bureaucratic systems, showing how many 

elements can interact to reinforce and contradict each other:  strategy, goals, policies, 

structure, operations, personnel, culture, resource constraints, external factors, executive 

decisions, and so on. 

 

Here is a newly-discovered, long-lost example of such concepts.  

 

Gustaw Herling would have been 101 this May.  More than half a century ago, the Polish 

writer was a favored candidate for a Nobel Peace Prize, but he never received that honor.   

 

His profound 1951 book, A World Apart, paints the picture of his arrest at age twenty, two 

terrible years in sub-Arctic slave labor camps in the Soviet Union’s Gulag system, and an 

adept portrait of the function and malfunction of a complex bureaucratic system. 

 

A long-lost version from 1959—a lurid, highly condensed (13-page) story in a now-obscure, 

long-dead American “men’s adventure” magazine—offers a glimpse of his organizational 

insights.  It appears here as a fair-use scholarship effort. No copyright infringement is 

intended.  Perhaps this can help to re-ignite interest in A World Apart.  
 

 

Here there is a world apart, unlike everything else…the house of the living dead—life as nowhere else… 

                                                                       F. Dostoyevsky 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Male magazine, November 1959



 



 



 
  



 
  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 



 



 


